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SUBJECT: SPANISH SAHARA 

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF PRESS RELEASE OF OCTOBER 16 
FROM MOROCCAN MISSION TO UN: 

QUOTE: 

AFTER THE PUBLICATION, THIS MORNING, OF THE ADVISORY OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE CONCERNING THE TERRITORIAL DISPUTE 
BETWEEN MOROCCO AND SPAIN, THE SPOKESMAN OF THE MOROCCAN MISSION TO 
THE UNITED NATIONS COMMUNICATES: 

THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE HAS ESTABLISHED THE LEGITIMACY OF 
THE MOROCCAN DEMANDS: 

1) BY REJECTING THE SPANISH THESIS CONCERNING THE INCOMPETENCE OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE, IT RECOGNIZES THE EXISTENCE OF A 
CONFLICT OF LEGAL NATURE BETWEEN MOROCCO AND SPAIN. 
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2) BY RECOGNIZING THAT THE TERRITORY OF THE SAHARA WAS NOT "TERRA 
NULLIUS". 

3) BY RECOGNIZING THE EXISTENCE OF LEGAL TIES AS WELL AS ALLEGIANCE 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE KINGDOM OF MOROCCO AND THE SAHARA. 

AS A CONCLUSION, THE OPINION OF THE COURT CAN ONLY MEAN ONE THING: 

THE SO CALLED WESTERN SAHARA WAS A PART OF MOROCCAN TERRITORY OVER 
WHICH THE SOVEREIGNITY WAS EXERCISED BY THE KINGS OF MOROCCO AND 
THAT THE POPULATION OF THIS TERRITORY CONSIDERED THEMSELVES AND 
WERE CONSIDERED TO BE MOROCCANS. 

MOROCCO, THEREFORE, FINDS IT LEGITIMATE DEMANDS CONFIRMED BY THE ICJ, 
AND SEES AS A CONSEQUENCE THAT NO OTHER CONSIDERATION COULD ALTER 
THE COURT S CONCLUSION. 

MOROCCO CONSIDERS THAT HER TERRITORIAL CONFLICT WITH SPAIN, HAS 
BEEN DECIDED ON, UNEQUIVOCALLY AND WITHOUR ANY AMBIGUITY.AS A RESULT, 

NO OTHER CONCLUSION OF DEBATES BEARING POLITICAL CHARACTER AND NOT 
MOTIVATED BY THE RIGOROUR RESPECT OF RIGHTS, CAN CHANGE THE SPIRIT OF 
THE CONCLUSIONS THAT THE ICJ HAS JUST COMMUNICATED TO THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY. 

TODAY, MOROCCAN DEMANDS HAVE BEEN RECOGNIZED BY THE LEGAL ADVISORY 
ORGAN OF THE UNITED NATIONS. 

HOWEVER, IT BELONGS TO MOROCCO TO DRAW THE IMPERATIVE CONCLUSIONS. 
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